136                        Castle of Calder.               [August 27.
Dr. Johnson said privately to me,'There is a combination in it of which M'Aulay is not capable'.' However, he was exceedingly hospitable ; and, as he obligingly promised us a route for our Tour through the Western Isles, we agreed, to stay with him all night.
After dinner, we walked to the old castle of Calder (pronounced Cawder), the Thane of Cawdor's seat. I was sorry that my friend, this ' prosperous gentleman2,' was not there. The old tower must be of great antiquity'J. There is a drawbridge— what has been a moat,— and an ancient court. There is a hawthorn-tree, which rises like a wooden pillar through the rooms of the castle; for, by a strange conceit, the walls have been built round it. The thickness of the walls, the small slaunting windows, and a great iron door at the entrance on the second story as you ascend the stairs, all indicate the rude times in \vhich this castle was erected. There were here some large venerable trees.
I was afraid of a quarrel between Dr. Johnson and Mr. M'Aulay, who talked slightingly of the lower English clergy. The Doctor gave him a frowning look, and said, 'This is a day of novelties; I have seen old trees in Scotland, and I have heard the English clergy treated with disrespect4.'
I. dreaded that a whole evening at Calder manse would be heavy; however, Mr. Grant, an intelligent and well-bred minister in the neighbourhood, was there, and assisted us by his conversation. Dr. Johnson, talking of hereditary occupations in the Highlands, said,' There is no harm in such a custom as this; but it is wrong to enforce it, and oblige a man
1  Mr. Ti-evelyan {Life of Macaitlay, ed. 1877, i. 6) says:—'Johnson pronounced that Mr. Macaulaywas not competent to have written the book that went by his name ; a decision which, to those who happen to have read the work, will give a very poor notion of my ancestor's abilities.'
2                                 'The thane of Cawdor lives,
A prosperous gentleman.'     Macbeth, act. i. sc. 3.
3  According to Murray's Handbook, ed. 1867, p. 308, no part of the castle is older than the fifteenth century.
4  See post, Nov. 5.
toight.'
